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luUtM^ they immediately abandon "their 
lands- and habitarions. 

i^gscitsd, That a committee jof rMagis- 
tntts be appointed , to sit on Tueadays 
and Saturdays in the chapter-^oom of the 
Cathedral Church of Armagh, to receive 
information respecting all perscms, of 
whatever^ descriptions, who disturb the 
peace of this county. , 
'Third, Thit the instructions of the 
whole body of the Magistracy to their 
cammittee shall be to use every legal 
means within their power to stop the pro- 
g^ss of the persecution now coming on 
by an uogo-vemable mob against the Ca- 
tholics of this county. 
■ Fourth, That said committee, or any 
riirce of them, be empowered to expend 
any sum of money for information or 
secret service, out of the funds sub*crib<d 
by the gentlemen of this county. 

Fifth, That a meeting of the whol* 
magistracy of this county be held every 
Kcond Monday, at the house of Charles 
M4t.eyno]<iS, to hear the reports of their 
GCHDmittce, and to give such further in- 
itructions as the eiigency of the times 
may require. 

Sixth, That offenders of every desctip. 
tion in the present disturbances shall be 
prosecuted at the public tipence, out of 
the funds subscribed by the gentlemen of 
this county; and to carry this resolution 
into effect, it is resolved that Mr. Arthur 
Irwin be appointed law agent to the Ma- 
gistrates. 



Tbe.aJxw* f«»plHtioB»,be«w/eiid, infitt 
unanimously agreed to, and the commit- 
tee nominated. Lord Gotford lulviag 
left the f hair, and Sir Capel Molynenx 
being requested to take it. 

Resolved, That the unanimoOs thanks 
of this meeting be presented to Lord Vis- 
count Gosford, for his proper conduct in 
convenipg the Magistrates of the, county, 
and bis impartiality in the dtatr. 

Goiford. 

Capel Molyneux. 
William Richardson. 
Arthur Jacob M'Can. 
Robert Bernard Sparrow. 
Alexander Thomas Steuart. 
Michael Obins. 
Hugh.HahjiJton. 
Joshua M'Geough. 
James Verner. 
Richard Allott. 
Stewart Blacker. 
Robert Ltvingstoii. 
John Ogle. 
William Clarke. 
Charles JM. Warbnrton. 
William Lodge. 
William Bisset. 
Thomas Quin. 
- Owen d'Callaghao. 
John Maiwill. 
William Irwin. 
James Harden. 
James Dawson. 
William Barker. 
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MONTHI^Y RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



ON the first day of the Year, we 
, purchased a Dublin Almanac, 
not so. much for the purpose of see- 
ing the changes of the Moon, or the 
high feasts and fasts of the calendar, 
as for marking the mutations that 
have occurred in the world around 
us ; the vicissitudes of human affairs ; 
how naany, in this battle of life, yet 
bold to their poits and their places ; 
and bow many have been shouldered, 
since the last year, into the gulf of 
dark forgetfulness and deep oblivion! 



We logged over the pages* of this 
heterogeneous assemblage of names, 
from the high treasury- board, to the 
petty barrack master, not, we ac- 
knowledge, with those gloting eyes 
which placemen and pensioners, in 
all their gradatioqs, throw upon this 
blest and blesaing-book, when, after 
an evening's careful stujdy of its in- 
valuable cements, they exclaim, in 
the satisfaction of their souls, " Oh ! 
how much better than Blackstone 
4ud De Lolme,.does this precious vo« 
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luiue:s)|pound. ^hie jiiestitna^ie pri^ 
Tilegeii, or rather tha prerogatives 
i>f ui BriiUh Prot«9taiit liubjtcts, 
for w hat are partial privileges, posts, 
aofl places, but prerouatives of us, 
the kingly portion of the Irish peo"- 
pie?" 

for our parts, (and we too are 
Protestants,) we coafesi we have 
looked over this Almanac with otiier 
eyes, aod other i'eelirigs. We have 
vif'vved it with a hitter. .sfiii'e, and it 
lias drawn t'roni ii»aii jndignant sigh. 
We have beheld iii it a true bsU un- 
sightly portraiture of ,pro^^siti',il as- 
qpadancy, the exposition of loier^- 
won in its real iiieaiuiig (tiid extent. 
jpr. Duigeuiin, W|lio " ti^f^i so loud 
and thundirs in the in4exi" who, 
like Harjiagoti's coachman^ L'Arare 
of Moliere, quali&es himself on the 
iostant, by a qbange oS dress for 
.every variety of office, .is the best 
expositor uf sach iicriptures as w^ are 
«peaking of. Ele nfiay perhaps fa- 
-vour the ppblic with » cowse of lec- 
tures on. (his n)f(pupl pf monstrous 
nonopolisni ; and. M* good truths 
after turning. o,yier t^i^ long aqd 
jengthepiqgTisCof tibe.bead oien and 
tail men of the atatfs; of tb«coai> 
missioners in nearly twenty diiF&rent 
departipent« ; of «^ce% coin,paHiies, 
ph^nibers, societie; ; courts .(nanor, 
n^tro|)olitan, prerogative; hoardsof 
general officers, of education, of 
works, even of bog surveying,, all 
w«ll salaried, or in .d.Mly ^^pecta- 
|tion of being so ; such hosts oi' dinect. 
or^, solicitors, .delegates, tellers, gOf 
reri^ors, hankecs, assistant-barrister^ 
S^g^Ots, bafrack-uia^t^rs, pity-oncers, 
(^\enks, trustees, collectors,, coliege- 
{lignitaries, masters, ^ &<c. See ; 'm 
9^t, all the privii^e^ad p^ii^ipnitries 
io ' this register of Protestant posts 
atid pfaces. military, maritfme^ le- 
|4l. "fidinciit, wf^rcaintijfi,' aati mu: 
fc4bt«cd;'while 't^.iB,C^f^qlic pq-^u- 
%ioi^ ana^rpper^y arerrT:(($'i&^ au,; 
we fhta lay doiwi this UtU^.toue-Ji* 

BELFAST MAG. NO. LXVI. 



called Aimaoac, as softly as we 
are able, biit not wTthoiit e^xclaini- 
ing, in oiir turn, " Just Heaven, 
into what a system of flagrant favour, 
itism, of porttmous partiality,. iiHS 
the fair and honest Constitutiop of 
Britain beeij ptrvoried on this sid^ 
of the narroyv chauflel that separate* 
these isiuniis, a narrqw chaiiut,L tu 
geography, but in political, econo- 
my, and political justice, how great 
is the gulf between them! 

We really co(ild wish that som^ 
bold statesman, (if any one can be 
called too bold in the cause of .his 
country,) vtould make ^ presenta^i 
tion pf the book called " The Dublia 
Almanac," , to the Priiic^ Regent; 
with the title of '• Protestant Ire- 
land," and a b(ank leaf at ibe£n,d, 
inscribed, "Catholic Ireland, a p(^ 
pulation of five millions," because^ 
we think, I hat this iiideed would form 
a volume: pf evidence upon the sutt^ 
of the cov)R(ry, the pr^ctipaJ abtjses 
of the constitution, aud mightawak^^i 
the inmost soul of the Prhice to the 
necessity of a ptore fa,ir distribution 
of its hotvp.urs and its projits. We rer 
pe^t ij^,, this Almanac, the abqilg- 
mentof these honours aud these .pc(f 
ISts, this breviary of ' Protestant asr 
ce^id^ncy, this ni.inual of monstrous 
monqpolism,is ^uificient to make the 
.scal«s fali/roni the eyes of the ra<.st 
prejudiced, did not use graduaiiy 
we,ar out the. staaip of nature, 

,We remember, when ichildreiti, 
how WIS w^i,*; .^aught to adpiife ,ih«; 
trick at cards, , by which .ranging 
Vhf i» M> a circa*, supposed to reprev 
■sejj^ the iuotiey cr^w.^l' Turks ^nd 
(j.hrjstians in,a-vessel «traii;ei>eU. tW 
sustenance,: vvhep »n agreemeni^VPtas 
tnacle tiiat every ninth lUifl i,n the 
circle was to be ca.st overbv<ftfd, we 
remember our adntiratiou )^f tb«4^,x- 
tevous manceuvre of plate. and posi- 
tion, by which every one pf the tur- 
baned Turks was saarigced, ami 
the Christians got sole possession vt 

H 
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ihe vessel. Wfiether it be from na- 
ture or edacaiion, the moral powers 
appear later in their Full develope- 
tnent than those of the understand- 
ing; and the intellect of, the heart, 
if we may term it so, remains con- 
fused and indistinct, when that of 
the head is (ully expanded'. Still 
farther advanced in life, we con- 
sidered our countrymen, then re- 
proachfully called Papists, with feeU 
mas, as repulsive as those we had ex- 
ercised against the Turks. 

Had we th(;n occupied a short 
Une in the Almanac, it is too pro- 
ttable we should have, throughout 
the journey of life, followed in the 
rut of the Protestant ascendancy ; 
disguisitig from others, and, as well 
as we could, from ourselves, the 
iove of domination and the sweets of 
oiBce, in exaggerated loyalty, and 
a high-flown zeal for the exclusive 
excellence of the gloi'ions Constitu- 
tion. But, fortunately for oar peac6 
of mind, we have never put our 
hand into this alms-basket of the 
state ; yet, notwithstanding, it re- 
quires a malurity of intellect, a 
sinewy well-knit strength of soul 
to w^resile with, and keep down those 
early cradle projudices, that are so 
vften snfffred it> grow with our 
growth, and sti°engthen with our 
strength. Even our very zeal for 
liberty may impose upon us, as we 
recollect from oar own experience it 
did, when, many years ago, we 
were persnadeii by tremulous politi- 
cians to believe, and openly a«sert, 
that the Catholics of Irelaiid were 
" incapabk of political freedom," 
" not yet prtpartd for the exercise 
of civic rights," thus making the 
Very incapacity which Protestant in- 
tolerance had solely created, an ar- 
gument for the continnance of the 
penal code of exclusion, and artfully- 
staving off the peri-jd of enlarge- 
ment into the common rights of 
ciliicenship, by the necessity of a 



course of preparation, indefinite as 
to time, and of which the Protest- 
ant ascendancy itself wai to deter- 
mine the extent. 

The national misfortunes of Ire- 
land have originated from, and kept 
pace with a mere mhimderstanding 
between its inhabitants. How far, 
ami how long, this misunderstand- 
ing had been kept up to serve the 
political purposes of a provincial go- 
vernment ; bow far tojserve the ends 
of a profession which has always 
been more prone to make distinc- 
tions, than to reconcile diflferences 
in matters of religion, it will be the 
businesi of the historian to detail, 
and in doing so, to furnish a signal 
example how long men of the same 
country, condensed into one little 
island, '« twinn'd brothers of the 
same womb,'' may be kept estrang- 
ed from each other, and blinded to 
their true interests, both in earth 
and in Heaven, by the mistakes or the 
management of go-betweens. 

The matter of fact is, that, during 
the last twenty years, the growth 
of a good understanding between 
the inhabitants cif this coantry, and 
the progress <Jf that assimilation in 
its pans, Which is essentially neces- 
sary to the formation of a civil so- 
cirty, have been uniformly advanc- 
ing. The system of the Almanac, ih& 
Orange system, which is, in reality, 
under a modem name, the system 
of Strongbow, of Cromwell, and, we 
will not hesitate to add, of William 
ill, fwho, however to be respected 
as the Deliverer of Hnglatid, is to be 
remembered as having always con- 
ducted himself towards Ireland in 
the spirit and practice of William 
the Conqueror.*) This anti social sys' 

• We cannot p^aite beyond its merits, 
the enlightened and eloquent speech of 
Counsellor O'Gorman at the Derry Sess- 
ions, and particularly the truly liberal 
and dutrimiaating judgment he made upoK 
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tern that has so long played upon, 
and would wish much longer to 
play upon the bigotry of parties 
and sects for its private emolument, 
is, we firmly believe, rapidly dis- 
solving, and the approach of that 
dissolution is indicated even by the 
stceogth of its convulsions. It is 
discountenanced by government, at 
length grown wise by the lessons 
of experience, and instructed by the 
signs of the times. It has lost its 
bold in the hearts of the higher and 
influentiai orders of the community. 
It is as it were driven from the open 
profession and practice of life, into 
the bogs of bigotry, and the morass- 
es of mystery. 



the merits and demerits of William III., 
vrho, in Engianii, conducted himself on 
the principles of a just and necessary 
Revolution ; but in Ireland, and in 
the Highlands of Scotland, on the 
principles and practice of Ctnquest. 
The truth is, that in those days (as long 
before, and not a short time after,) these 
parts of the present empire were consider- 
ed as of nec^essity subjected rather to a 
miiitaiy rule, than to a constitutional sub- 
ordinatipii ; and a man of military habits, 
like William, was the more readily, by 
interested persons, iipposed upon into the 
belief, that the sceptre could never pro- 
perly subject these outskirts of the em- 
pire, without a constant employment of 
the sword, or of law that had the opera- 
tion of the sword. But to exatt the cha- 
racter of KiBg Williarn's government in 
Jrtkutd., is tlie bigotry of one party, a sel- 
fish bigotry at bottom, which might, with 
equal justice, vindicate the Ulassacre at 
Ciencoe. And, on the other hand, to de- 
preciate or damn tbe whole character of 
King William on the partial view often 
taken of it, is the bigotry af ignorance, 
equally unjust, and can only be removed, 
as a cataract on the eye of the public in- 
tellect, by an operation equally bold and 
skilful. Such has been performed by 
Mr. O'Gornian, at .the very critical tim*, 
(if he will pardon the allusion taken from 
jll^other profession,) and with equal dex- 
terity aod resolution ; he has couched th.e 
cataract,' (and what else i^ bigotry ?) which 
^hwcucted a cjfar vision, and a sound 
fucrgmetit upon an impoftant object of 
pttblic policy. 



In spite of all endeavours before 
made, the common-sense and sensi- 
bilities of Irishmen led them to ap- 
proximate; and, in spite of the more 
petty endeavours novv made, they 
will assimilate into one nation. They 
that touched but in a single point, 
as spheres, will, in no long time, 
maintain the solid apposition of 
cubes. Twenty years ago, we were 
accosted in one of the outskirts of 
the metropolis, by a gentleman whom 
we had never seen before, in the 
following words, " Will yon," said 
he, " shake hinds with an Irish Ca- 
tholic f" He spoke the words with 
an aiiectionate and winning cordial- 
ity, yet repressed with a degree of 
hesitation and resiraint. Concord, 
union, and sympathy, were the re- 
sult of that conversation ; and we 
rejoice, in looking back to an inci- 
dent where fidelity in friendship vras 
ratified between two individuals- in 
the high-minded enthusiasm of the 
moment; we rejoice to see how 
much, since that period, the casual 
private feeling has grown into the 
public principle, and even into the 
goeemment principle, converted, as 
we think government itself is. into 
a belief, that the most effectual way 
of making the least of a country, i« 
by the continuance of political mo* 
nopoly, the system of the Almanac. 

We expatiat« on the glaring ine- 
quality and iniquity ot this roost 
selfish system, not to irritate the 
passions, but to assist, as far as we 
can, the calm and triumphant pro 
gress of reason and true policy. 
The Catholic Body are trained, 
disciplined, and if we may say s^, 
organized into constitutional course* 
of redress, and submission to exist- 
ing law, by the Board ; which, hap- 
pily for the support of gociat oixler, 
for the maintenance of diie subjarldi- 
nation, for the prevention oi anar- 
chy, enjoy? the. confidence of i^ 
peopie ; and long may iu enjoy that 
confidence. It has done much in 
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the political edncaiion of that p 
pie; in the progress of puiitica 
knowledge; and in acquiriiyg a 
most useful ceosorial authority, not 
only over a blind zeal in some of its 
own members, but over the morals 
and manners of the Catholic popu- 
lation. It has to contend with bi- 
gotry of all kinds, both political ai»d 
religious ; that bigotry in one paf- 
ty, (the Almanac party,) which 
is founded on mistaken views 
of public, and even of personal in- 
terest, and that bigotry in their own 
party, which is apt to arise from 
those strong predilections so often 
unfortunately accompanied, in mat- 
ters of religion, with equally strong 
antipathies. 

Tb^ protracted discussion of the 
Catholic queslioti, the constant col- 
lision of superjpr minds in ibis cpti- 
fidential assemhly, (a collision which 
not only-Silorainates the intellect, 
but 'excites ijie electricity of tfj* 
heart,) have been of essetitial seh- 
vice to this country, as well as to 
the whole empire. The Board, we 
Ihiuk, has done perfectly right in 
discouraging that spirit of prosely- 
lism, which never fails, when attend- 
ed with power, to become a spirit 
of persecuiion ;* and sotlermg, as 
k has done, under the pains and pe- 
nalties of political exclusions, it will 
never Sanction in any of its mem- 
liers, what in the event would lead 
to the' very same fatal tonsequ^nces, 
thie maxim of an exclusive religion. 
On the 24*h December, it v«is resol- 

* To convert the Indian population to 
Christianity, js the prevailing fashion of 
fhe'fla}'-, *)d will undoubtedly lead to per- 
s£cutii>n when this coavcrsion is resisted. 
Ii^.Ifi^c(i»,t)^«re has always been the most 
entire and perfect toleration. Th-e Ki^i- 
^pps, wpo respect all other religions, wh^ 
will lioi suiter a convert tp eiil^i: the pale 
trf^tWeit cfiurch,' (btit is not this' a. iihd 
of 'pirseljution ?) jetk' oot to. dikftrb' thte 
codicieaces of others. 



ved " That the sentiments eKpress- 
ed by Dr. Dromgoole are not the 
opinions or sentiments entertained 
by the Catholic Board ;" and, con- 
sidering all the cireumstan*es of the 
case, with their own delicate situ- 
ation, we are happy in their having 
made a positive, rather than ne- 
gative disclaimer, however irrespon- 
sible the Board might be for the sen- 
tifnents of an individual. This dis- 
claimer forms a i.ecessary scholium 
to the resolution of the Doctor, 
which virna unanimously approved of 
at a former mcetiDg, and which, 
however decisive in maintaining the 
independence and integrity pT the 
Catholic religion, in 'discipline as 
well as doctrine, was not to be mis- 
interpreted into the feast desire of 
^ spiritual inonoprly, whU h would 
wish to exclmii x.r t-Klin^',ui8h di^ 
senting sucts^ muer the attrib'te of 
the Catholic, or universal ^church ; 
an epithet whirfi ivc must candidly 
confess is liable to some ambiguity 
in its practical applicatiop.* The 
politics of the Board ; ar« fouuijed 
upon the broad basis of political 
justice; and the religion of the 
Board is founded on the Catholicism 
of Christianity, which, in the words 
of its teacher, wojild protect all her 
children alike, 'fgs a ben gatbereth 
iier chickens under her wings." 

t.et the Catholic Board continue, 
in speech and writing, ■ to promul- 
gate great troths to the Irish people ; 



• " The religion of the Spanish nation 
is, and shall be perpetually Cat/ulic, apos- 
tolic, and Roman, the only true religion. 
The nation protects it by wise and just 
3aws, and prohibits the eaercise of a'ly 
other whatever." 

Constitution of the Spanish J^onarch^^ ly the 
Supreme Jimt«, 12lA J^rch, isis. 

"The religion shaft be the Catholic, ap- 
oaoli'c, koman a1o«e, to the entire exclu- 
sion of every oftiei.**' 

Vthstittttiii) o/SiiU), J«fy, 1S1 T, 
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and every great political truth is 
connected closely with the subject 
of their petition. While the scho- 
lars are taught, even the master) 
will learn. The light of true pat* 
riotism nrill disperse the fog of the* 
ology. Let them continue to take 
every constitutional advantage of the 
height and authority of their pre- 
sent legal situation, to advance their 
individual characters; to distinguish 
themselves particularly in the study 
and practice of oratory, and to make 
the members of another assembly 
exclnim, " Ai-e these the men whom 
we woiiid condemn to the perpetual 
solitude and silence of political im- 
pri$!>nment ? These the men who 
are ignorant and incapable of the 
British Conslitplion !-" 

Let the Board receive the free-gift 
and benevolence of the people, that 
universal subsidy which may be ne- 
cessary to defray the expences of 
the petition, and to protect the op- 
pressed ; but at the same time, be 
extretriely cautious in creating any 
fund, which never fails, we think, to 
create riiscord ; and to alienate the 
attention of such assemblies from 
the iiiosi noble puffioses to the most 
sordid and degrading. The result 
of the late appl\cati(>n of the Board 
for pecuniary assistance, will de- 
monstrate whether Catholic eman- 
cipation be an object of desire 
even to the very lowest rank of 
the people ; and it the result should 
be as is expected, it will certainly 
be a means, of incorporating and 
ivientifying the whole population of 
the country more intimately with 
that object. Tlie purse of the Board 
ought to remain in the pocket of the 
people ; and then occasional drafts 
upon it will not only be a measure 
of popularity, but a criterion of chaf> 
racter in those who at present pos- 
sess the public confide nee, and whose 
great aim is to do tfothing which 
may ftrrfeit'a rept)tatron that atjce 
lost, never can be restored. 



We believe there never was a 
stronger unanimity io any mass of 
men than at present prevails amoag 
the Catholics of IreUnd, in re^jard 
not only to the nature, but to the 
mode and extent of their emancipa> 
tion. The personal or partial opp«- 
sition in their own body, will soon 
be assimilated into the -mass; and 
the continued pursuit of civil li- 
berty, joined to a system of general 
instruction, will moderate and mol- 
lify that exclusive religioius zeal 
which is really selfish rather thaa 
social, and which, in a few, and we 
believe, but a few, would prompt to 
the same spirit of intolerance under 
which they themselves have so long 
guttered. True religious zeal is that 
which inspired Eenelon, the grace 
and glory of the Catholic church, as 
Melanctbun* was of the Protestant 
Church. True religious zeal is the 
chariot of flame, which lifts o^ be« 
yond earth and earthly attractions, 
and translates us, living, into hea- 
ven. But exclusive zeal is a sinoul- 
dering, yet consuming fire, which 
is fed -by the fuel of antipathies, 
and devours all the social aife(^• 
tions. 

We are strongly impressed with 
a coDviction, that in the present 
state, and singular circumstances of 
Ireland, no ipeans under heaven can 
conduce more to the support of tran- 
quillity and good order> than fhe 
permanence of the Catholic Board j 



• We rememker with delight tbe <;ha- 
racter of that reformer. " A man learned 
whhcut ostentatien, and too wise to think 
himself infaUible: resolate, but never 
rash ; mild, yet never timid ; opposing^ 
whmt he thought wrong in one party, 
without joia'mg in the paiupn of the 
other ; and calm under oppression, be- 
cause he knew himself to be honest : sub- 
jecting himself to persecution, because ha 
would not persecute others, and labotir- 
iDg fbr tbe benefit of tliese by whom he 
WM iU-tiuated." 



62 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



[Jan. 



and we trust in God, that no mis- 
guided zeal or jealousy will influ- 
ence the legislature in putting down 
an authority, which, possessing the 
popular conBdence, can exercise 
Such power in restraining ail tenden- 
cy to disorder among a turbulent 
people ; and which, in reality accel- 
erates, while it superintends, both 
the moral and political education of 
the country. Anarchy and distur- 
bance would, in the present state of 
things, be the consequence of their 
precipitate dissolution. That credit 
with, and authority over the people, 
which may exert such influence on 
morals and manners, are in a great 
degree owing (o their reflecting, in 
their own body, the strong features 
of national character, but in this con- 
tracted society, tempered and re- 
strained by responsibility, proper- 
ty, and profession. The people are 
thus personated in their virtues, not 
in their vices ; in their zeal, but not 
their bigotry; in their vehemence of 
speech, but not in their vioknce of 
conduct ; in their generous and mag- 
nanimous feelings, not in their oc- 
casional fanaticism. The Catholic 
Board is a thermometer of the pub- 
lic opinion. It is a mere appointee 
for a particular purpose, for a par- 
ticular trust, nhichonce accomplish- 
ed, it instantly and sponiaueousiy 
dissolves. It bears to the people the 
relation of counsellor to client ; but 
by no means or meaning, the rela- 
tion of representatives to constitu- 
ents, Thej' indeed wish to be nsore 
fully represented in the legislature; 
and it is natural they should 
have this wish, when two of their 
oldest and best Protestant friends are 
still so ignorant of their real mean- 
ing and inieiiiion, as to tinnk they 
would usurp the character or func- 
tions of the Commons house of Par- 
liament. 

It is a lamentable thing to see that 
when men have been, for the great- 



est part of their lives, as it were, in- 
corporated with the lower house, or 
with the upper house, first their sen- 
timents, then their habits, and at last 
their whole cast of character, are in- 
sensibly moulded upon the prevalent 
manners of these bodies, and gradu- 
ally contract a greater strangeness, 
a greater shyness, a more polite, but 
repulsive formality, with the body of 
the people; as if ihey said, "we 
have long ceased to belong to you ; 
but shall always be ready and wil- 
ling to do a service to our good old 
friends, of whom we love to ciierish 
the remeoibrance ; but indeed, niy 
dear tiirs, allow us to say, vou are 
strangely ignorant of etl<]uetle, and 
those observances which hold the 
place of sacred laws in the seiert 
companies ot which we are, and 
long have been, humble nseiiiliers ; 
whose honour, privileges, preroga- 
tives, we consider ourselves bound, 
in the rnuiutest article, to support 
and maintain." Thus il is that ma- 
nj of our most excellent senators 
look upon the Catholic Board ; much 
as the senators of Rome did at first 
upon him from Arp'.num, a " novos 
homo, inquilinus civis urhis Romae," 
in their arisiocratical estimation ; 
" sed ubi periculum adveuit, irwidia 
utque superbia postfuere." In .-iioit, 
we do not think il at all suiprislog 
that the Catholics of Ireland slionid 
labour night and day to get them- 
selves more adequately represented, 
and better understood in the Par- 
liaaient of the enipire, when tney 
have !)eeu rendered so ill into Eng- 
lish by their closest Protestant 
friends and inter|ireteis. A good 
translation must not only gve the 
full sense, but preserve the charac- 
ter of the original : 

" True to his sense, but truer to his fame." 

Generations passed away during 
the decline and fall of the Roman 
Empire and a whole life time has 
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been dedicated even to the narration 
of that event by an emioem historian ; 
but in the space of a few months, 
the pompous pageant of the French 
Empire beyond its proper territories, 
verges to its dovvnfal. it wanted 
time to consolidate; and it was found- 
ed rather on the surface of shifiing 
circumstances, than sunk iuto the ha- 
bitsof men or the necessity of thioos. 
It could not be the defection of cir- 
cumstances in a single battle that 
occasioned this rapid reverse io the 
fortunes of I<Japoieon, but must ra- 
ther be attributed to the precarious- 
ness and instability of power which 
rests nierely on the talents of an in- 
dividual; and not less, tothe prema* 
tare endeavours of that individual io 
forcibly conjoining under his abso- 
lute- government, merely for one par- 
ticular object of hostility against a- 
notber nation, difTerent people of 
characters the most incongruous and 
irfeconciiable, without any respect 
to their prejudices, their habits, or 
tbeir inclinations. His life, he says, 
has but one object, the happiness 
of the Frencfb ; and as for the rest of 
tbe Umpire, be designates it under 
the phrase of "conquests we have 
made ;" thereby declaring openly 
that exclusive monopolism of the su- 
perior blessings of society, which he 
would denounce to the world as th« 
intolerable injustice of Britain. He 
distinguishes bim.selfeven among all 
sovereigns, by the royalisni of his 
ideas and his conduct; by a mili- 
tary contempt of the popular opi- 
nion ; and even in the last report of 
his extraordinary commission, he 
accuses the allies, because they have 
addressed themselves to the Euro- 
pean public. " It is no longer to 
Kings like themselves that they ex- 
pl&in their grievances, and send their 
manifestoes; it is to the people that 
they address them at this period, 
%^en peorpie's n>indi>, agitated by 
all tb» di4eai«s of pride, are so averse 



in bending under the authority which 
protects them, while it represses 
tbeir audacity." 

Indeed, all the documents lately 
published by the French govern- 
ment contain a heterogeneous mix- 
ture of appealing to the sense of the 
people, and yet disdainful of popu- 
lar opinion, betraying, amidst a 
strained elevation of language, a 
wonilerful humiliation in the matter, 
and even flattering and interceding 
with some members of tbe coalition. 
" The first duty," it i.<! said, " to- 
wards the people, is Truth ;" but, 
ah ! is it only in extreme exigencies 
of governments, that they pronounce 
this invaluable sentiment, and, on all 
other occasions, is Truth a disloyalty 
and a libel ? 

In the mean time, and notwith- 
standing their moderate and pacific 
manifesto, (perhaps in its design a 
warlike manoeuvre,) the armies of 
the Allies continue hostilities, and 
have crossed the Rhine, with an 
utter contempt of the neutrality of 
Switzerland. France is invaded in 
3earn, Alsace, Franche Comte, Bra- 
bant, and Navarre ; and it will be 
shortly seen, whether loyalty to thq 
monarch at this period will be a princi- 
ple of action equally skrongtothat pa- 
pular enthusiasm which discomfited 
the armies of tbe coalesced kings, at 
the commencement of'the Bevolution, 
when deputies from the committee of 
safety were despatched to different 
parts with pretty much the same dicta* 
torial powers, as have been assign- 
ed to the extraordinary commission- 
ers just decreed by Napoleon. It 
appears surprising, that, excepting 
the armiesof Soult or Davousi, on or 
near tbe frontiersof France, there is 
no certainty of any great regular 
army as yet in existence, at all e- 
qual to contend in the interior with 
the numerous and now well discip- 
lined armies of tbe allied powers ; 
and, from all that appears as yet te 
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the contrary, Ffatice mast, M\ tliis 
great crisis of her fate, bn saverl by 
a levy en masse, or an interjjositioti 
of the people, the uliiaiate refuge 
of the most, military despot. The 
Teteran armies of Krance, in the 
course of a twenty years' vyar, are 
exiitiisuished ; and even its armed 
population, it may he suspected, is 
fflueh inferior in numberto what the 
national exaggeration has made it. 

Whatever might have been the 
preliminaries for peace offered by 
the Allies, and accepted by Napo- 
leon, certain it is, that previous 
treaties have already taken place 
between the allied powers. Holstein 
is taken possession of by the Crown 
Prince, a's a pledge for the fufeire 
cession of Norway to Sweden, for 
•*hicb Denroark is to be compensat- 
ed. The people of Holsteip are 
told by proclamation, " not to med- 
dle iii political matters; to submit 
qnietly to siich transfer as the cir- 
cumstance* of tUe times, that is, as 
the will of the allied powers shall 
iirect." The Danish army, separ- 
ated from the French ander Bavoast, 
has been obliged to seek for safety 
ill the fortress of Rensberg, and an 
armistice elicited by the Danes has 
been agreed to, under the media- 
tion of Austria. 

Austria indeed seems to hold in 
her hand the balance of Europe, and 
as a testimony of her moderation, 
she refinblished iu the Fraiikt'ort 
Gazette the Declaration she issued 
last Aiif;u5t, in which the demands 
and conditions remain the same as 
they were before the victory of the 
Allies at Leipsic; atKl in which de- 
claration it is stated, that if a gene- 
ral peace could not be made, a pre- 
liminary continental peace might be 
negotiated, that is to say, the con- 
ditions of a maritime peace (in which 
the commercial interests of Britain are 
particularly iiivolved)might be put out 
of consideration for the present, until 



a peace at land were effected. Whe- 
{her Loi-d Castlereagh be sent to the 
Goiitinent to qualify the manifesto 
of the Allies, which is said to have 
been issued without consulting the 
English envoy. Lord Aberdeen, or 
to clear op the .question respectino- 
the Sovereignity of Holland, or to 
cause the maritime rights of Britain 
to be fully recognized by any con- 
gre.ss upon the Continent, are points 
of public curiosity, and interest, not 
yet ascertained. But we are in- 
clined to suspect, that the same 
jealousy of those maritime rights, 
Or that naval ascendancy, may per- 
haps inspire the coalesced Princes, 
which had agitated the" breast of 
Napoleon. 

This unprecedentfid commixture 
of the Sovereigns and subjects of 
Europe, will prob.ibly lead to a 
thorough examtnatioli of its general 
interests on the faceail, as wefl as on 
the land ; and the great comnitMcial 
cornmonweahh will be placed, proba- 
bly without regard to the particular 
imerests of any single nation, on the 
basisof common utility. Atthe earliest 
period of history, mankind were dis- 
persed for ths purpose of peopling the 
earth, and alienated from each other 
by difference of language, as by a 
wall of separation, and now, for 
pur'poses of civilization, it may be 
ordainecl, that the population of Eu- 
rope shoujd be brought even from its 
extremities, into closer contact. Thus' 
by a freer internationalinterwiarjie, 
all may contribute to the universal 
welfare, and raise that edifice of 
public law, on the base of political 
justice, which may join Earth to 
Heaven * « Tl>e independence, hy 



* If party politics had permtted, we 
should have wished, that Lord Castle, 
reagh had been accompanied to the Coa- 
tinent by Sir James -MackintoBh, a gen- 
tleman eminent for Ms'knowUdge ofia- 
tisraatioaal law, and who delivered a 
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sea and land, of all governments po- 
litically known at the commence- 
ment of the war," is certainly a pre- 
liminary basis, which recognizes by 
anticipation the mavititne rights, of 
(every nation, and repels the exclu- 
sive claims of Britain. These claims 
jnav appear '£> the convention of so- 
vereigns irreconcilable with that 
free communication and exchange, 
which the author of the world has 
intended, by giving to its nations, 
soils, climates, and characters so 
distinct from each other. 

Yet it is not to be readily be- 
lieved, that such a preliminary ba«iis 
of a treaty, as we have quoted from 
the public prints, could .ever have 
been accepted by Napoleon, nor in- 
deed do we think it consistent with 
the moderation of the Franklori ma- 
nifesto. It is a basis that in itself 
prescrities the conditions of the 
treaty, and precludes all discussion 
on the part of France. It is dic- 
tation at the will of conquerors, not 
a subject matter of tnutual compro- 
mise; and we think that Napoleon 



csarse of lectures on the subject before he 
went to India ; the introductory lecture of 
which course he published, withholding 
the rest, from what motives he knows 
b"est. Sir James, after enjoying in India 
fSr seven years a salary, as Judge, of 
sf,-6,000 per annum, has returned on a pen- 
sion, forlife, of ^6,3,000. We doubt not, 
that, like his Madeira, he has profited by. 
Uking the rmnis. It was indeed supjjosed 
by men of refined taste, that- the wine, 
though oif an excellent body, was sohie- 
wTiat adulterated hy foreign admixture, 
but Ldrd MelviUe and Mr. Pitt, (and who 
were better judges ?) after trying a sample, 
swore it was ftculiar Madeira, and the for- 
mer, in parttfjilar, wished tb?t he fould 
holdunder locK and ,key a whole cellar 
full of it'. : Mir mdch improved by the 
voyage in strength of body, and purity of 
tjSirit, the History of Britain, during the 
Jast century, about which Sir Jfames is 
•aid to }jp ejnjjl,oyed, ^ill,_ we hope^ de- 
termine to the satisfaction of all parties. 
BKtFASr MAG. «0. I.XVI. 



should, in reply, make use of simi- 
lar words to those of the brave Po- 
niaiowslci, " Let us n\sb into the 
Rhine, rather than ihm surrender 
to our enemies " 

For our p.irts, as we deprecated 
the conquest of Europe by France, 
so we now deprecate the subjuga- 
tion of France by Europe. We speak 
of France, of the people of Fiance, 
ioT, we think, there will not, in the 
event of a successful invasion by the 
allied powers, be any distinction 
naade between the sovereign and the 
natidh'. Ifivasion will proceed upon 
the principles of conquest ; the ino- 
deration of mauifestoes will be con- 
sidered only as a warlike manceuvre; 
and France, that great and eallant 
nation, would not only lose its rat>ki 
biit probably its very existence a- 
niqng European powers ; while the 
Cossacks of the Don, and the semi» 
barbarians of the Woiga, would 
settle on the banks of the lioire and 
the Seine. We feel al) the sympath* 
ies of humanity for every people thm 
invaded, and we might even wish, 
that this great people should once 
more rouse itself in its revolutionary 
strength, and that by the conse- 
quent balaiice of antagonist powers, 
peace might be quickly accomplish^" 
ed on the grounds of nautyal resfiectj 
and mutual concession. We haye 
no national and internecine antipa. 
tlbies against the people, of France ;- 
and we have never .been treated in a 
manner which woultl encourage aijifc 
exclusive predilection for E»glao4« 
That is not our crime, nor our fft^ytltf 
nor a«r misfortune. It is hers. And 
the sooner she makes ample repara- 
tion for her past conduct, aDTiplekComr 
petisalion, not .as hush-mQaey tQ ia- 
dividuals, but as saiisfactipn ^ the. 
whole commumtr/, the more advanta- 
geous will it be to her present inte- 
rests, and, the more will it redound 
to her future glory, 
SanguitTary battles" were fougtili 
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from the 9th to the 13th December, 
on the frontiers of Spain and France, 
between Lord Wellington and Soult, 
whose attacks on these days were 
all repelled by the talour of the 
British, though attended with se- 
vere loss, amounting to 4000 kill*! 
and wounded, including the Portu- 
guese. Two German regiments of 
Nassau and Frankfort, 1700 rank 
and file, have come over from the 
enemy, and it is asserted that 1200 
of our troops hawe deserted. Lord 
Wellington has been obliged to 
make severe examples to repress 
pillage and devastation, and is placed 
io a situation, that it is necessary for 
him to advarice or ti» retreat. He 
will, it is probable, co-operate in 
<he' invasioh of France; and Sonlt 
haSf it is said, retreated farther into 
tbe country. 

The wari-loving part of tbe com- 
munity are so strong as Considera- 
bly to abate the hopes of our soon 
possessing peace. They are de- 
cidedly elaworous for war, under one 
or another pretence. At one lime 
they, with a coward's fear, affedt to 
dread the power of Bonaparte, and 
call for the restoration of tbe Bour- 
bons, as if former experience were 
altogether forgotten, and as though 
the Bourbons had not been found to 
oppress their subjects, and disturb 
their neighbours under the old re- 
gime. Reminded of former times, 
they declaim against the French, 
whom, as a nation, they have been 
taught to bate under the Bourbons, 
under tbe various changes of tbe re. 
volution, and under Bonaparte^ So 
that the object with the mas.<! of the 
people appears to be war, intermin- 
able war. To this dreadfully per- 
verted state, they have made up their 
mipds and their habits. Many ad- 
vanced nearly to half of the period 
u<!ually assigned to the life of roan. 
Can scarcely have anotion of a stateof 
peace, except by report. Let a maa 



of thirty-five look back, and all the 
thinking period of his existence, has 
been passe'd duriiig the last twenty 
year* of vvar. He has grown up 
amid tales of slauj^hter, with which 
bis ears have been too familiar, and 
which, through a system of relaxed 
morality, he has too seldom beard re- 
probated, or war spoken of, as it real- 
ly is, as destructive of human hap- 
piness. Self-interest joinstbe crowd 
of bad passions concerned in pro- 
moting the ■ prolongation of war, 
which relieves many famiiies from 
the burden of providing for their 
younger branches. War thus be> 
comes a coldly calculating trade, by 
which, to dispose of the proflii/ate, 
and provide a means for alleviating 
oppressive burdens. Many dislike 
peace, lest their sons should return 
to them unprovided for, or at most, 
withionly half pay, while they had 
acquired habits not well sijited to 
tbe quiet tenor of peace. This rie- 
niacki holds true respecting alltbe 
-various military ranks, soldiers as 
well as officers. The writer t^scoU 
lects, that during the interval of dis- 
turbed repose, in the short ces« 
sation of the war, in 1802, on cross- 
ing the channel in a «ery crowded 
packet between Dublin and Park- 
gate, a large portion of the cabin 
passengers were officers of the ar- 
my and navy ; ibey lamented their 
situation in "peace, and were claino. 
rous in expressing their hopes for 
a recommencement of their trade, 
which they fondly anticipated. "A 
speedy renewal of the war," was 
their accustomed toast, drpnk with 
unblushing effrontery by these 
thoughtless youug men. Their folly 
might admit of some palliatioh, but 
there is room to apprehend, if 
some of their fathers had been pre- 
sent, the unrtflectiog folly of the 
sons would have been seconded by 
the calculating policy of the fathers. 
We often hear of the brave defend- 
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era of oor country. The idea is 
poetic, but quite contrary to the 
maxims of real life. Neither offi- 
cer nor soldier enters the army, ex- 
cept with a view to the emoluments. 
Patriotism is out of the question. 
The trade of arms is a sordid pro- 
fession, and engaged in with the 
same views as the weaver and the 
merchant enter on their employ- 
merits. A certain slang afiects our 
whole language, and to this source 
only can be referred the fashionable 
phraseology, adopted through a false 
and pernicious courtesy as to the 
profession of arms. Let us learn 
an appropriate language, accurately 
to designate ideas, and to call every 
thi(»g by its proper name. 

Thus the disease of a fondness for 
war spreads wide, and its extensive 
influence bids fair to entail misery 
on the people, if the interested voice 
of the advocates for war should in- 
fluence the present negotiations. 
Doubts may reasonably be enter- 
tained of the sincerity of some of 
the negotiators. The character of 
Lord Castlereajh is well known in 
Ireland ; more fnlly perhaps than 
in England. His conduct at the pe- 
riod of the Union affixes a lasting 
mark on him. V/ill he, in his 
diplomatic character, now act fairly 
afed candidly ? Or will his skill be 
as great in moulding the allies to 
his views, a^ in dexterously convinC' 
iiig the Irish members of the uulity 
of the Union, by means which not- 
withstanding the diversity of sen- 
timent as loibe measure, have been 
universally not held in estimaiiun > 
Lord Castlereagh is a supple court- 
ier, desiroas of popularity, and who 
wishes to be at the head of public 
tentiment. He appears content to 
follow it, if he caniwt lead it, so on- 
ly that he is in a conspicuous station 
of activity. In the hands of a man 
fond of popularity on any terms, 
the general voice in favour of war 



may operate very unfavourably a- 
gainst peace, in the negotiation. If 
a negotiator is more disposed to ac> 
commodate by a temporizing poli- 
cy, and to yield to shifting opi- 
nions, rather than be guided by 
a steady attention to an unde» 
viating line of rectitude, there is 
much room to dread that we may 
not have an issue to the negotiation 
in a peace on fair and moderate 
terms, although peace is required 
equally on principles of sound poli- 
cy and justice. 

The holding of such language as 
the foregoing is certainly not the 
direct road to temporary populari- 
ty. They who use it must subject 
themselves to the odium of being 
out of the fashion. Originality of 
sentiment is much wanted. Many 
follow in the beaten track, to avoid 
" the insupportable fatigue of 
thought;" and few are inclined to 
deviate from the pre.scribed ronnti ; 
some restrained by modesty, but 
more by a fear of departing from 
the mode. They prefer the insipi- 
dity of compliance to the task of 
deliberately forming their own opi- 
nions. Thus many "hark in" with 
the general voice, and fear to lose a 
character for softness, which might 
be better e^cchaoged for firmness. 
In the hours of social intercourse, 
much occurs to wear down original- 
ity of character, and lower the stan- 
dard of intellectual excellence ; for 
in the present times, the formation 
of character depends too much on 
what hag not unaptly been styled 
" the muddy current of conversa- 
tion," instead of the more severe, 
but salutary process of retired indi- 
vidual study. 

"Virtue, for ever frail as fair below. 
Her tender nature sufien in the crowd. 
Nor touchet on the world without a stain. 
The world's infectious : few bring back at 

eve. 
Immaculate, the manners of tb« mora. 
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SometbiBf nre thought u blotted ; we re* 

•Plvjsd 
Is shaken ; we renounced, retniriu again. 
Nor is it strange ; light, motion, concourse, 

noise. 
All scatter us abroad. Thought, outward- 
bound, ■ 
Neglectful of our home-afiairs, flies off 
In fume and dissipation ; quits her charge. 
And leaves the breast unguarded to the 

toe. 
Present example gets within pur guard. 
And ■ acts with double force, by few re- 

pell'd. 
Ambitisti fires ambition ; love of gain 
Strike*, like a pestilence, from breast to 

breast. 
Riot, pride, perfidy, blue vapours breathe, 
AAd inhumanity is caught from man. 
From smiling man! 



-Safety dwells 



Remote from multitude. The world's a 

school 
Of wrong, and what proficients swarm 

around ! 
We must or imitate or disapprove; 
Must list as their accomplices, or foes : 
That stains our innocence, this wounds our 
peace." . 
A misanthropic seclasion from the 
world i^ not recomuiended, but a 
lofty independence of sentiment, 
not servilely adopting "the newest 
fashion of the heart." A tame ser- 
vility of sentiment, afraid to offend, 
and ingloriously compromising a 
manly decided line of thinking for 
the sake of pleasing, and passing 
smootlily along, has ruined the pub^ 
liq spirit of Belfast. The disease of 
this town, once of high renown, 
is a political atrophy, of which the 
syTO<:>i.oros are, great feebleness in 
the patients, accompanied with 
strong inclination to think well of 
their own state, amusing themselves 
with promising much, and perform- 
ing nothing. If the juniors see the 
errors of the seniors, let them be- 
ware in lime, or^such as they now 
see others, whose conduct they re- 
probate, they themselves, in the 
downward tendency of human na- 
tuiK> when unrestrained and uncor- 
rected, will soon become. Th« couh« 



try deserted by the elders, calls for 
the (Krvices of the young. They 
are not called upon to relinquish 
their useful occupations, bat 'to spend 
their leisure hours ia the service of 
their country. For true .patriotism 
begins at home, and the ' first diity 
of a good citizeit is to discharge him- 
self faithfully in bis domestic re* 
latioDS, and by taking care of his 
private concerns, prove himself fit 
to take a share in the aflkirs of the 
state. They are not called upon to 
do mighty works unfitting their age 
or their strength ; to display osten- 
tatious qualities, often more sbewy 
than real4y nseful, or all at 'once to 
become orators> or officious or rash 
intermeddlers ; but by cherishing the 
spark of liberty, prepare themselves 
to become useful in advocating the 
cause of freedom, which appears 
ready to fall in the streets, unheed- 
ed and neglected. Few there are 
who may nbthe thus useful ; .splen> 
did talents sometimes from mistak- 
en views lead to ruin ; but plaiti 
common sense, acting on good prin* 
ciples, may be of great service. 
" The every day talent" so forcibly 
recommenikd by Counsellor Pinlay 
in his delineation of the character 
of Counsellor O'Connell, as noticed 
in our last retrospect, is strongly re- 
commended to the attention of the 
young men of Belfast, and the pro- 
vince of Ulster, as the only means 
of retrieving tjie lost character of 
this province, and preventing the 
degeneracy being continued through 
the succeeding generation. At pre- 
sent many of our youth are wasting 
their time iia frivolous pursuits. A 
want of co-operation is feity and that 
strength that arises from the concert 
of many in one cause, is not expe- 
rienced. There is too much of a 
looking to others, while each, though 
connected with ought, should faith* 
fully to discharge his duty, and act as 
if on himself depended the increase 
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of the public weal. If thi* dispo- 
(ition, stiinulaiing jointly and sever* 
ally, became prevaleat, refonawiuild 
b« effected, and we should see bet- 
ter days, aud should no longer have 
to complain, -ds at present, of the 
want of bright examples of hones- 
ty and sseat in, the political world. 

That intrepid and consistent Ve- 
tera in ihe cause of parliamentary 
refornn. Major Cartwjigbt, is at pre. 
sent publishing a seritisi of letters to 
Christopher Wyvill, another veter- 
an reformer, wtjo appears to be se* 
dgce^ by aristocratic conneiiiuns 
into a comproniise of adopting the 
delusive phantom of a pdrtial reform 
instead of radical reform. Capitu- 
l^ti^^ with abuses generally leads to 
feebleness.. If public spirit could 
be aroused it would be suiEcient to 
produ<;ea real, radical, pariianienta- 
ry reform; and withotit this awaken- 
ings all pwtiai, halfrWay attempts 
will be ineflectuah In them . the 
public strength, sufB<;ieQt, if proper- 
ly exerted, to accomfjlish all that 
is, wanting, will b(! losti and no good 
eflected. Tbe decided language 
ou^t to be, " Giv« us om rights." 
Who, ia common concerns, and in 
ail'airs of pcivate intere8t> so niuch 
more powerful, .and better inanaged 
by indi-vidAjals, than tbose.of thesta'te, 
erer talks oi moderation in having his 
property restored ? Moderate reform 
is a delusive pretext to avoid all re- 
form. Let the people be moderatt: 
in the manner of eifeoruating re- 
forot, but strong in the matter «nd 
extent of their demands. All at- 
tempts of later years to produce par- 
tial reforms have been nothing bet- 
teraban endeavours to strangle real 
and effectual reform. The people 
ought no longer to pennit tbem- 
S^ve& to be deluded* It is sorrowful 
ttLS^e such a man as Christopher 
WyvilLatraying himself in the rasks 
of seeming friends, but real op<- 



ponents of reform ; and it is not » 

little curious to perceive by the 
correspondence, which we intend to 
lay before our readers as soon a* 
we can spare room, Mat the same at- 
tempts ivere made in 1780, as at 
present, lo tlivide reformers. The 
consequence W4S that nothing was 
then e£lected. The cause was lost, 
and war, and the additional pro- 
gress of almost immeasurable cor- 
ruption, have followed. 

That Charles James Fox, nnder 
the influ«ince of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, and his other aristo- 
cratic Whig friends, should, through 
the facility of bis nature, be led tu 
waver on the point of radical reform, 
and lend himself to disappoint the 
hopes in 1780, is cause of regret to 
the lovers of liberty, and casts a 
shade over the meoaory of this gre«t, 
and in general, good man. Yet such 
is the fact, as proiz«d:by Major Cart* 
Wright in this correspondence. The 
Major is still zealous and honest io 
advocating the cause which occupied 
him in his earlier days. He em* 
phatically styles " REPRBseNTATioit 
AS THE Sun and Socl op our svcf 

I'BM, ABOUND WRlCHi PCACB, CatUO- 
LIC EMANCfPATION, RuLtGIOUS Lt« 
BESTV, AND A FrEB PrBSS, AS SVB- 
ORBIN&TB PLANETS, AIL REVOLVE." 

Most heartily do we wish success 
to the Major, and the other petition* 
ers for Parliamentary Reform, when 
the (>etition shall come forward after 
the recess. We by no means relin- 
quish our ardent and decided attach- 
ment to the cause, although of lat« 
we have seldom spoken on the sub- 
ject. Prepa**tory measures of in- 
dispensable necessity, and claiming^ 
a priority, demand our attention. 
Emancipation, and equality of jo»> 
ti«e to Catholics, must precede unit- 
ed'exertions in the general causOiof 
reform. Let us aid our Cathc^ic 
bredtren in recovering their rightg. 
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and then we can with more confi- 
dence claim their assistance in pro- 
coring the great good of reform, 
boih for us and themselves. In the 
mean time, we cordially wish suc- 
cess to the English reformers, ami 
hope in due time to follow in the 
wake gf their movements; and, as 
good h seldom speedily achieved, 
and not till after repeated defeats, 
we trust, we, as a nation, may yet 
be able to join in the triumph of ac- 
complishment, not merely as look- 
ers on, but as active and useful aux- 
iliaries in the glorious cause. 

The exertions of Catholics to sup- 
press all tendency to disturb the pub- 
lic peace by any of their body, and 
to stop the formation of societies of 
Ribbonmen, are conspicuous in the 
various Documents we have placed 
fit pages 47 to 56, inclusive. To 
njost of our Irish readers they will 
not possess novelty, but to oar Eng- 
lish readers we particularly recom- 
mend them. They are well calcu- 
kted to doaway any unfavourable im- 
pression which may have been made 
on the other side of thechaniiel, as we 
know has been the case, by the im- 
proper and unjustifiable speech of 
Dr. Dromgoole, which the enemies 
of equal rights have insidiously, and 
with bad intentions, industriously 
turned to suit their purposes of di- 
vtsjon. 

The partial local disturbances in 
sotne districts, noticed in our last, 
siill continue to exist. Yet it is 
hoped the acts ol outrages are less 
frequent. Complaints are made, 
that the language of many of the 
poorer classes in some Counties 
in Ireland i» ferocious, and their 
deeds are cruel. In admiuing 
the truth of this censure, let 
the balance of even-handed justice 
be impartially held. Are the richer 
classes in these counties free ? Is 
their conduct unblameable, and their 



language either mild or enlightened ? 
In their meetings, whet'her for the 
purposes of busioess or of sport, and 
in their convivial hours, many of 
them indulge in an indiscriminate 
abuse of the poor, and in unjust re- 
flections on their religion, as the 
cause of the disturbances, without 
ever once turning their attention to 
grievances, which combine to pro- 
duce dissatisfaction: nor do they 
consider how far their own conduct 
has a tendency to produce the 
effects. So long as the richer 
classes continue to act in an unfeel- 
ing irritating manner, so long will 
they be justly condemnable for effects 
itatnrally resulting from their owq 
misconduct, and so long will Ire- 
land continue to be an unhappy, 
disturbed, and divided conntry. 

We must stop to notice an outrage 
nearer home. A man had -been in- 
terred with military and Orange ho- 
nours, in a borying>ground near 
Belfast. Some persons, irritated at 
the Orange procession, dug up the 
coffin, and placed it at a bridge 
at some distance from the grave- 
yard. The act was wrong, and 
deserving of censure. Bat the 
procession calculated to insult, and 
expressly designed to keep alive 
party animosities, wa<i equally wron<r. 
To disinter a dead body, is a gross 
violation of propriety and decency. 
But in thevery actof burying adeceas- 
ed friend ok relation, which'onght al- 
ways to be performed seriously and 
solemnly, to insult the living, and to 
make the attendant procession the 
occasion of displaying the virulence 
and power of a protected faction, 
is at least as great an outrage on good 
manners. The partiality of our 
newspaper press is justly to be com- 
plained of. One paper, which has 
peculiarly lent its columns with the 
hopes of propitiating this pari)-^, 
condemns on* side, and compares 
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th^m to wolves, without noticing in 
the slightest degree the provocation 
wbich led to the act, although in it 
an impartial person might equally 
have discerned the ferocity of a 
beast of prey, delighting in insult 
and mischief. The other paper, 
with more impartiality, blames both, 
but hints as if the injured party 
were loo apt to take ofience. It is 
not in human nature to bear insults 
without complaining, and, unless a 
salutary self-restraint is exercised, 
without retaliation. But to judge 
impartially, whether offence has 
been justly taken or not, the best 
way is put ourselves in the situation 
of those who complain, and consider 
how we would like to be insulted 
by processions intended to turn us 
into ridicule. The outrages of the 
County of Armagh, so infamous in 
story, and so cruel in eflfect,* seem 
now likely to be renewed in Belfast 
and its neighbourhood, under the 
shelter of a scion transplanted from 
the original stock, unless they are 
steadily and legally opposed. If the 
lower classes, finding themselves 
unprotected, tak^ redress into their 
own hands, and violate the bounds 
of propriety, the richer classes must 
'blame themselves, that, sunk in 
apathy and a misjudging selfishness, 
they do not shield by an exercise of 
the law, tliose who stand in need of 
protection, and by every legal means 
repress Illegal Associations. To 
express disapprobation of .such pro- 
ceedings, the town meeting was 
called, but the good efiects which 
were expected to result, were de- 
feated by violence and trick on one 
side, and by servile timidity on the 
other. If a proper line of conduct 



* For an authentic account of the com- 
mencement of Orangism, see a Document 
at page SS, 



had then been followed, attempts at re> 
dress would have been taken out of 
the hands of a niob, often acting 
under the influence of their passions, 
on unenlightened principles, an,d the 
rule of equal administration of the 
lawsj would have been the conse- 
quence. Let the press do its duty, 
if town meetings will not. Nothing 
is more easy, than to pronounce 
with afllecled impartiality, those 
slight censures, which hurt or help 
DO cause, whether of vice or of vir- 
tue, and to chant or citnt from the 
editorial chair, the praises of moder* 
ation. But " in the deed, the une- 
quivocal authentic deed," let the 
disapprobation of party be marked. 

We regret to find, that, some time 
ago, a riot took place at the Catholic 
meeting at Derry, which has since 
been the cause of a legal investiga> 
tion at the Quarter Sessions in that 
city. Possessing no direct local ioa 
formation on the sut^ect, and afraid 
to trust the distorted accouots pub- 
lished in the newspapers, we for- 
bear to express any opinion on the 
merits of the question, but are sorry 
to see a good cause stained by party 
riots. Catholic arrayed against Ca* 
tholic, ill which at least one party, 
and probably both, are to blame. 
Counsellor O'Gorman attended in 
the defence, and spoke in a conci- 
liating manner, to try to reconcile 
if possible the contending parties. 
Some other of the speeches had more 
the appearance than reality of con- 
ciliation. Sir George Hill, in bis 
speech as Recorder, on passing senr 
tence, disclaims for himself, and 
the corporation of Derry, that 
they are Orangemen. We arc 
pleased to see this disavowal. It 
affords a ptoof, that the faction is 
in some places getting out of fa- 
shion, when men taice pains to (iis« 
claim that they belong to it. If the 
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Gotpai&tlon of D^iry are not'Orange, 
ihey at least are sufficiently Anti* 
CaHi<*ii<ii and at their late Orange 
iB&vfeni or' tuaiulfous' festival of soraia 
dkys coritinuaiice, liiattifeted' theii* 
disjidsitfon to- a'nnoy their' iieighboars, 
*ho!Se ere^d' itiay in some respects 
diiFer frqai'tteir ow^n. 

Some of- those who are in thS ha- 
bit of sJleaKibg withoiit reflection^ 
tSilk of the extelleticy of our laws, 
K these words convey any precise 
lae&mn^y dr are intended as mord 
than mbre exfiletives to fill Uf> con- 
versation, m round an untheauing' 
period, it' mSy be asliedi are the 
game-laws incl&ded in" this exctel- 
le-n*©?' A pcior nikn wasseized,a few 
feys ago, with a' hire in bis poss« 
essitiiil which he liad brought into a 
fSwrt for the piirposef (Jf seiting. He 
is siiba^et by the laws to a'fiihfe of 
M^S', 'This 8 gi-ievatice, anil ought 
t& be redressed. A bare is a wiW 
animali- and oawrlot be' naade stib- 
jciCt to iiidiviaual' appTOpnation. 
The jidacheTi as an' offend^i-* of ttilir 
dissticalled; Hisy find tihe bi^e frn 
Bis oWfe'ground^ destroy iiig his prti'- 
^rrty, oor hS'iidaj foliot*' the-einpidy. 
itfeiit tff pfbfcvir^ an htihest lireli- 
bSoffi; Ha ti^nsgr^sses iib" mbi-rtl 
HW. Bitt the-huhters chfjd^ to be a 
ptivilfeged' class, aiid iheTr friends 
atnd' aijsdciktes in Piriiannent pass a 
Jkw to prouct the gentleroen. who 
deBgHt in the chaSe, and v^hb cer* 
taitiPj^.ai-enoit iii.genfcrW tW' mbrt 
iisefiJl jot- the most enlightfettedinieiii- 
b«srs of thfe comiiiliaily; Is- this e^ 
c^ial' justice? Tlie hiiiiter is privi. 
Jegey by cnstoip,^A(JK|A not bylaw; 
in breaSitig'dtJWa -his neighbour's 
iffencesj' in his ■ iittworthy and inglo- 
rious -porsmtai'tef itefe hare. This 
is'afiother bad effect of tUe'idie prac- 
tilxs df hunting, and- of the privi- 
leges conferred diretity bir indirectly 
by the-system of the ganre-laws. 

Let us now rapidly glance at the 



state of iriatltiBrs* in England. In. 
tolerande has also its abode there 
especially in the extremities. %^ 
fdllbtving instance bears witness. 

" A siirtgutar circumstatice. tool 
place aboiit a week ago, in the 
rieighboiirhood of Penrith. A iar. 
riier, \Vho had always expressed j 
great av'ersion to bapliaing or chrisi 
teningi had a child which died, and, 
in conseiiuence of his prti'<lilt!cti(jii 
that nonn of liischildrwi should civ« 
oriilergb the cereiiiony, the parisii; 
ioners refiisted it buriul, and ap- 
piicatiori Was niade at Penrith, wheH 
a grave was prepared ; but, pr'evidjis 
to thei time' of ihtenttent,' the cir- 
outiistanbe catnte to the knoivledge of 
the Vicar,' whbofd&rnd the grave to 
be filled ap again. When the cliKd 
was brought' to iKe- lowii, ihey were 
mudti disappointed at what had taken 
place, aind, after wailing a lerigtli 
of tiaieto" no ptirpoie, were neces< 
sitated tOTeturn bomi», am! seek out 
flir some other place of burial . — Sktf- 

Take atother'liK'fcimfin relating to 
the toiirof the Priiite Regent. 

" In our anxious solicitude to con- 
voy to the public the particulars of 
that which traristjires at this princely 
«iansiofli[BtilVoir Castle], we omit- 
ted to state, in the' report of tlie 
christening', the natjie of theiiifaiit 
Mafqiils of Granby. lie was Bap- 
tized by the na-ine of «eorp;e Johit 
Ft-ederick: The hhusfe cOiUamswiore 
thah'twd hiitidVed' individuals, who 
pfSrtiake daily of the festiviiiss. The 
cistern of' pXinth; under the ma- 
najgement ot Mr. Dtioglas, ad minis. 
t^red in tiie servants'-hall, on 'J'ueis. 
dkjr, t0 the household and tenaniiy, 
Md niani/ a bmve fdldw prostrdte, 
The passages of the Uou^e reroindeil 
one pf^.^iuastlet^kea by storirji, i^ij,d 
tfie". yot|rig^ lyfar'qiiisi , the tibtle 
host, and tne Prlnte" I^egiiat, wfere 
toasted untU articulation ceased. Ma' 
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ny were found the next day m the sub- 
terraneous passages (ffthe Castle, rvith 
symptotm of recovering animation. 
The punch was not out at ten on Wed- 
rtesday morning. This cistern, ao 
cording to the -history of the Coun- 
ty, whj$ filled with cordiftU when 
John Duke of Rutland, fatherW the 
present Duke, was born. T&e silver 
cistern is sixteen fe€ft in circamfe> 
rence, holds 60 gallons, and is ft 
matchless piece of workmanship. 
Ale, at the rate of 21 strike to the 
hogshead, is now making, to b« 
kept till the young Marquis become* 
of age, by the blessing of Providence. 
The festivities will cease to-morrow, 
when his Royal Highness the Prince 
ftegent, and his Royal Brother, will 
feave Belvoir Castle for Burleigh, the 
seat of the Earl of Winchelsea. There 
will be open house again at the 
castle, 6a Monday, when the Duke's 
{rirtb-day will be kept in the usual 
style of old English hospitality." 

This paragraph appears in ail the 
|,ondon papers, and is probably the 
production of a scribe hired jointly 
by tliB editors for the purpose. It 
has been said, that the recdrds of 
the Royal progress were writleni 
and sent round to the dilibrent 
papers by one who attended id 
the suite of the Prince, as historio* 
grapfaer of tb$ debauch. It af- 
fords a dismal sample of the prct- 
tiijacy of tbe press, when such acti 
dre recorded without censure, and 
with seeming approbation. The 
effect is imnioral ih the higtest de^ 
gree, for vfce is thos rendered f*- 
mitiar. - The htige cistern «( punch, 
the avcnved drunkenuess below stair% 
and the probably tio less degree of 
debauchery ip the higher and very 
highest rank, altogether afford ad is. 
gAsting pktare ol modern roattners. 
Yet even h«r«, the propensity to 
cant i^ appirent, wben in such an 
account, " the blessing of Providence^*' 
is prostituted, and profaned by the 

BELFAST Hha. KO. LXVI. 



allusion to the strong beer brewed 
for a future debauch conteisplaied at 
the ensuing period ef twenty-one 
years. 

But this is the new era of hypo- 
critical cant. Soutbey, after sacrific- 
ing all hi» former opinions, and co- 
vering bisapostacy with the Laureate 
Crown, has in his Carmen Trium- 
phiile, or Triumphal Song, prostitu- 
ted his muse, and X^Wis fluently of 

« Glory to Ood! Daliverance for man- 
kind !■• 

Where is the just cause for triumph 
in the present state of aSaira, or 
where is the deliverance for man- 
kind ? The cause of kingi may tri- 
umph, and the old inay regain the 
ascendancy over the new, only to ri- 
vet the Chains more closely; bat 
what do th^ people gain? The in- 
terests of the people only claim the 
attention of the philosopher, let ▼•» 
Hal poets sing astttey please. South- 
iy adds his name to the debase- 
ment of genius in a catalogue, aUs, 
for the honour of huoMB nature, al< 
ready too ndmerons. 
- Bonaparte also deals lately in 
tfant.' Never was infatuation greater 
than to iiappose fa»s name was a rallj- 
i&g point for liberty. A personal, 
sordid, selfish anrfntion absorbed the 
whole man. In the full meridian of 
bis p6-- er, be obsequieasly courted 
ttie tavouT of the royaMsi |Mrty, while 
be treated with tlie utmost contempt 
the' repoblicans: thszled with the 
splendour oi hisnewly acqaintd-roy^ 
silcy, he despised the people, and he 
now has the eftrontery to boast.thro 
Ms orator, de Fontanes, ot bisservicea 
in the cause of kings, his reluctank 
Confederates, with whom h« wished 
to link his fortune, and of the gratis 
tude Ihiey o«ve to hH» " for re-etitab-* 
Hshing the throne of France, aad 
dosing up the crater of ttw mictea 
which threatened them all." He sl-> 
so, through the same channel, dares 
ft 
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to reproach the people, as " agitated 
by all the diseases of pride, and a- 
verse to bend under the authority 
which protects them," Alexander, 
the Aatocrate of all the Rassias, could 
not have used more iasolent and io- 
suiting language. Napoleon's speech- 
es, and those of his obsequious ora- 
tors, are as haughty and anti-jacobin 
as the most absurd nMmiCestoes issued 
by the old governments during the 
last twenty years. Let truth be spo- 
ken, regardless of any side oh which 
the censure may fall. The dislike 
to Bonaparte felt by the friends of 
liberty is quite different from the mo- 
tives which lead to the abuse of him 
by the men who hold opinions in 
common with him, and who hate 
him only because they fear him. 
The former dislike him because he 
is hostile to the cause of freedom, 
ever nearest to their hearts, under 
«very change of circMmst^nces. 

The bad trails ia the character of 
Bonaparte ate peculiarly and exclu- 
sively his own, while some circutiiT 
stances which threw a temporary lus- 
tre over his name, appear not lo be- 
long io him. The Coile Napoleon, 
of whose general merits much ^as 
b«en justly said in praise, did not 
emanate from hii». His name was 
assumed, and it ia said that the Abb^ 
Syeyes, and other enlightened men 
of the revolotionary school, com^ 
prtseddiai elaborate, useful, and en* 
lightened .workk The proclamation 
of tbie self'catleii Lewis the IStb, 
t«rmsiit,,a collection of the ancier^t 
ordinances of the kingdom). This al- 
^oisanerroi;. Its.jnerits, and great 
♦liey are, arosp frpm, the legitimate 
effects of' the Te.yo)uUo!>> 

The change for the better, which 
the French have,e3fp$;rienceiUn, their 
condition- by itte.abolitipn of tithes, 
feudalnghts, «orvee$, the gabelle, 
»mi vtitet oppressive and . ruinous 
laxtfs, resulted from the revolution. 



Bonaparte counteracted all these 
good effects, as far as the times and 
circumstances would permit him, and 
yet bis favourers praise the man who 
paralyzed the revolution, and who 
joining himself to the cause of kings, 
has acted with uniform hatred to- 
wards the cause of the people. 

Bonaparte, in his empty declama- 
tion deals in moral apophthegms, 
He says, " prosperity did not ele- 
vate him, neither shall adversity de- 
press him ; and that he meditated 
many plans for the good of man- 
kind." Idle words ! Now since the 
superstitious notion of his invincibi- 
lity is broken, a notion prevalent in 
France, and common with many a- 
mong ourselves, he finds it difficnlt 
to arouse the spirit of the Freijch na- 
tion ; nor is theirapparent apathy to be 
wondered at; the cause is not their own, 
but merely about a change of mas- 
ters; and thus they appear to have 
lost that,«prmg which the energy of 
freedom conferred in the early pe- 
riods, of the revolution,' when the 
cause (vas peculiarly the cause of 
the people. The animation of li- 
berty is now wanting, and if they 
again .submit to the miserable mis- 
rule of the Bourbons,* to the ineapa-? 
city of the feeble Monsieur, now 
styling himself king.aqd to the open 
profligacy of the ci-devant Count 
D'Artois, who by his miscoaditct, ac- 
celerated the crisis of the revolution, 
and was a chief cause of' the explo- 
sion of the volcauo, this termination 
to many struggles will only prove 

™' ■'■' ' ' ' - ' . I . ' ■ ' — "^— 
• In a former number of the .Maga? 
;cine, praise was bestowed oo Moreau, 
lender the supposition that his plans were 
calculated to promote the restoration of 
liberty, and liot of the Bourbons. If the 
latter, a« it now' Appears probable, was hi* 
object in his junction with the allies, let 
his nam* desccitd to posterity .with thi 
infamy which, hi* conduct justly' incur- 
red. 
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to what debasement a nation will 
submit, when the vital spark has 
become nearly extinct, through the 
degrading influence of despotism. 
But let us not despair : let us hope 
better things of the cause of liber- 
ty, and of the world, than to sup- 
pose that the French will ever prove 
(SO besotted as to submit to the res- 
toration of the Bourbons. 

If Bonapariis should be hurled from 
the pinnvcleofhisiil'gotten and ill-em- 
ployed p wer, the consistent friends 
of liberty may justly esclaim, " So 
may all fall who seek to build their 
private fortunes at the expense oF 
the prosperity and happiness of a 
nation, regardless of its interest, or 
the good of mankind!" Croniwell 
destroyed liberty by his usurpation 
of power fi-om the people, and ren- 
dered unavailing the efforts to pro- 
cure and secure it in England. He 
aggraadizeii himself, aud the people 
«uak, Bonaparte has acted a sinii-' 
lar part, and a like result may pro- 
bably take place in France, by de- 
•troying the spring, or elasticity of 
the public mind. The moderation 
and virtues of a Washington happily 
preserved the infant liberties of A- 
merica, and held forth the consoling, 
and animating example of the suf- 
ferings attendant on a revolution 
not having been in vain. The re- 
▼ered name of Washington holds a 
proud pre-eminence over the sullied 
fame of Cromwell and Bonaparte, 
whose names will descend to poster- 
ity, tarnished with the crimes of 
liberticide and insatiable ambition. 

After exposing cant in so many 
forms, it may be allowed to 
express a wish that the language 
of tb« Allies in their declaration from 
Frankfort, may not hereafter sub- 
ject them to a similar imputation, 
if their future conduct should falsi- 
fy their memorable words, that ♦' a 
great nation tan be tranquil only 
in proportion ac it is bappy." May 



their own administration in thei'^ 
respective governments prove that 
these words have a meaning better 
founded that» mere hypocritical pre- 
tence. If they hereafter act in a 
manner to promote the happiness 
of the people, and consider govern- 
ment as a trust for the good of the 
community,and not for the emolument 
of the prince, they will prove them- 
selves worthy of reigning. Thus 
the allied Emperors and Kings would 
offer more of "the true incense of 
the heart." than if they had really- 
acted in the manner attributed to 
them by the manufacturers of news 
in London, who represented the Em- 
perors of Russia and Austria, and 
the King of Prussia, as falling on 
their knees to return thanks to " the 
God of Battles" (words conveying 
an absolute profanation of the 
attributes of the Deity, the com'* 
mon father of all mankind,] for 
the victory, in all the pomp of 
stage trick, and repeating to each 
other, " the Lord is with us." Pro- 
badly <ach a scene existed only in 
tbe distempered imaginations of the 
editors of the Star, the Times, and 
tbe Courier, who, to pbase tbe vi- 
tiated taste of the public, are now 
sounding the alarm of continued 
war, and using the most strenuous 
exertions to rouse tbe British peo- 
ple to a mad crusade in favour of 
the Bourbons. 

Tbe contest with the Unite! 
States of North America is assum- 
ing features of peculiar ferocity ; 
occasioned by the claims on one 
side, and tbe refusal on tbe other' to 
recognise the right of transferring 
allegiance from tbe country of 
birth, to the country adopted 
through choice or necessity. — ■ 
Britain threatens to execute some 
persons born within her dominions, 
who bave been tbund in arms in the 
American service. America puts 
a number of British subjects into 
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close cnstody, to answer, if any Ih.es 
sboald be taken ; and Britain retali- 
ates. We hope that wise and rod- 
derate counsels may yei prevail, to 
prevent any rash proceedings in this 
case, and to spare afflicted humanity 
the spectacle which, notwithstand- 
ing the atrocities of modern civi- 
Hzed war, has latterly been wiih- 
outa precedent. What deep-stain- 
ed guitt will attach to the natiim, 
or the individuals, who ahall be 
the first {b act in this ferocious 
Baanoer of carrying on war ! 

CORRBSPONDENCE. 



OtNTlBMiai, 

It WW whh DO *mall degret of interett 
that I read in your publicatioB for Koscov 
ber, a copy of a paper purporting to be 3 
certificate from ^n Orange Lodge in the 
neigKbourhood of Lrsburn, contaiuing 
proof of an extirpatory oath having beea 
adopted by tbe tociety, under whose «*al 
the certificate had beea issued.. I . iurf 
heard of such a paper' being exhibited is 
the Gran^ 7uryroom in Uowupatrkr, ia 
181 1. But bearing nothing more concent- 
io^ it, I did suppose that it had been ac- 
knowledged la be a fabrication ; for it ap- 
pears to have been the duty of the gentte- 
aiao wb» is said to have produced it at 
that time, to l^ye taken further Meps to^ 
ward elucidating the business. To you, 
Oentlemen, who are in possession of the 
trigonal dolcument, the public, and the so- 
eiety in question, are , indebted for your 
candid exposure, which allows the parties 
a bearing, aod the public a decision be- 
tween tbeia. 

I have seen a handbill, dated Derryaghy, 
December 16, IS 13, and signed by John 
Tucker, James Rea, and William Martin, 
which comments on your publication of 
that certificate. I can easily pas* over and 
forgive eipreuiona of irritation so natural 
to be called forth, by being supposed to be 
implicated in so heinous a bond of associa- 
tion. But you who give them an cpportu- 
niiy of repelling the calumny, if such it is, 
which has had some circulation, are surely 
0ot entitled to those asperities which they 
Ikave vented, and which, with a discreet 
joublic, wiU not derqj;ate from the cbatac* 



ter of the Belfxat Magaaine. The defence 
tigned by Messrs. Tucker, Rea, and Mar- 
tin, commeuces with a recital of the offen- 
sive words, and then declares that such a 
"/arm of certificate never" existed among 
tbem, adding, what indeed was necessary, 
that those words were a base, impudent, 
and aadacious fabrication. 

It has been asserted in various publica- 
tions, that in the course of the year 1809, 
there was a meetiag by deputation of se- 
veral Snglish and Irish liodges, in Dublin. 
That it was then argued by the Irish depu* 
ties, or rather by tome of them, that a 
more energetic bond of union than had 
hitherto existed, or than waapleasing to the 
£nglishmen, or perhaps necessary in their 
country, must be adopted in Ireland. Now 
if any extension of the old system had tak- 
en puce, even partially, at this time, and 
had been adopted by a society, of which a 
man who had disapproved of sticb meatore, 
but had becom* a member in . I79S, what 
would bis conduct oatuially be? As a 
christian he would decide not to take such 
an oath or engagement, as this is supposed 
to he ; Bor, in all probability, would he de- 
sert the principles under which he had ori- 
ginally engaged. He Would say, I joined 
your society when I thought tbe constitu- 
tioB was in danger, and that it was the do- 
ty of every loyal man to rally round it ia 
its defence. Give me therefore a certifi* 
cateaf those engagements which I havt 
takea in your saciety , and t will withdraw 
from it, and seek for brotherhood among 
ethers, whose view* are not so hostile to 
society. And I now add, that it was equal- 
ly to be expected that the society which 
had adopted such an engagement, whi.lt 
they could not refuse the justice of his de- 
mand, would add a caution, not as it is re- 
presented in the defence, to hii brethren mt 
id recognise hiia, but not te recegniee /am under 
the Nxw SY3T2M, which Ust are the words 
said to have been in the certificate. And 
this view of the matter seems ta be borne 
out by the line which I see in the raai^tn ; 
Entered June 24, 1798, Drew off June 29, 
1809. 1 tru^t riiere are thousands of 
Orangemen of 1798, who would have as- 
sociated with him, and have befriended 
him as a brother, under those circumstan- 
ces. This, in my opinion, does away the 
absurdity of such a certificate being found 
in Walker's possession, on which the de- 
fence dwells SB strongly. Yon mention 
that some attempts were made by chemical 
means to restore the parts which are oblit- 



